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Office Hours
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TEXTBOOK
Weeks, John R. 2004. Population. An Introduction to Concepts and Issues. San Diego: Wadsworth.  Note: 9th edition!
Course Introduction
The world's population recently surpassed the 6.4 billion mark, and is projected to grow to at about 9 billion before stabilizing sometime during the 21st century.  On a daily basis, the word's total population increases by over 200,000 people (i.e., it takes a little more than half day to add a population that is equivalent to the city of Thunder Bay).  Is this a cause for concern or celebration?  For some social scientists, the accommodation of this population growth may very well be one of the most fundamental challenges currently facing humanity. 
This course is a general introduction to the basic theories and methodologies of population studies.  Population studies (also referred to as demography) involve the study of human populations in terms of their size, composition and distribution.  Past and present population growths are examined, as well as many of the factors responsible for population growth.  Interrelationships among demographic, social, economic and environmental factors are investigated, while simultaneously considering global population issues and problems.  
In explaining population growth, demographers study the three cornerstones of the discipline, i.e., the study of fertility (births), mortality (deaths) and migration.  For this reason, demographers study many questions that you might find personally relevant, such as: At what age am I most likely to have my first child?  What are my chances of divorce or widowhood?  How long am I likely to live?  What's the likelihood of never marrying or remaining childless? In other words, many of the most fundamental events in life are of major interest to the demographer.  This course is meant to provide you with an introduction to many of the insights gained through the demographer's systematic study of such events.
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The primary emphasis in this course will be on: (i) the history of world population growth and of its future, (ii) the sources of the data used in population studies, (iii) the historical and current theoretical debates in population studies, and (iv) the determinants of fertility, mortality and migration.  Through class lectures and discussion, we will review many of the insights on contemporary social issues derived from a demographic perspective.  

Course requirements
First test               

20%    
(in October )
Second test           

20%    
(in November)
Paper                    

25%    
(due: December 8)
Final exam


35%
(in December exam period)

Tests/Exam: 
This course involves two tests and one final exam.  The tests are scheduled in early October (1.5 hours) and November (1.5 hours).  A final exam is scheduled in the final examination period of December (3 hours).  The tests will involve only multiple choice questions and the final exam is a mix of multiple choice and essay questions.  The final exam is cumulative, involving everything from the beginning of the term.
THERE IS NO PROVISION FOR MAKE-UP TESTS OR EXAMINATIONS.  FOR AN UNEXCUSED ABSENCE FROM A TEST OR EXAM, A ZERO WILL BE RECORDED.   IN THE INTEREST OF FAIRNESS TO ALL STUDENTS, AND IN PARTICULAR, TO THOSE THAT ADHERE TO THESE GUIDELINES, NO EXCEPTIONS WILL BE MADE. 

IF YOU CANNOT TAKE A TEST OR EXAM (DUE TO ILLNESS) ON THE DAY IT IS SCHEDULED, YOU MUST CONTACT ME BEFORE THE EXAM OR DUE DATE (IN PERSON, BY PHONE OR BY EMAIL). 

Term Papers:

One term paper is required in this course.  Each paper must meet a minimum length of 8 pages (2000 words) not including tables and the list of references.  For term paper topics and the grading criteria, an assignment sheet will be provided in class.  Feel free to drop by during office hours to discuss your term paper if you like!

In submitting term papers, no “faxed” copies will be accepted. Term papers must be typed (10 cpi or maximum 300 words per page), double-spaced, on 8 ½ X 11 paper, stapled (no paper clips or plastic covering or binders), and handed in personally in my office. If late, and I am not in my office, slip the paper under my office door (late penalties apply).  
IN THE INTEREST OF FAIRNESS FOR ALL STUDENTS, LATE PAPERS WILL ONLY BE ACCEPTED WITHOUT PENALTY WITH APPROPRIATE DOCUMENTATION.  TERM PAPERS RECEIVED AFTER THE DUE DATE WILL HAVE THEIR GRADE REDUCED BY A RATE OF 5% DAILY.  ANY EVIDENCE OF PLAGIARISM WILL RESULT IN A GRADE OF ZERO ON YOUR PAPER.   
